
8.24.2017 DRAC Minutes.doc Page 1 of 3  

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Design Review Advisory Committee 

August 24, 2017, 2016, 11:00 – 1:00 p.m. 

Department of Community Development Downtown Community Room 
827 7th Street, First Floor Lobby 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

The meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for interpreting services, 
assistive listening devices, or other considerations should be made through the County Community 
Development Department at (916) 874-5160 or 874-7647 (TTY), no later than five working days 

prior to the meeting. California Relay Service (CRS) is a 3rd party interpretation service for deaf, 
hard-of-hearing, and/or speech-impaired persons. CRS can be reached by dialing 711 or 1-800- 
735-2929. 

Members: Jennifer Krauter, Bruce Monighan 

Staff: Paul Gumbinger, Michael Wall, Emma McHatten, Meredith Holsworth, Cindy Schaer  

 
 

A. Review of Pending Projects 

 

 

1. CONTROL NO.: PLNP2017-00187 SEVEN STAR MARKET 
 

DRAC comments were as follows: 

 DRAC appreciates the effort to improve an existing building at the prominent corner of Arden 

Way and Morse Avenue.  

 DRAC appreciates the colors and the use of the corten steel.  

 Applicant explained that the corten steel will be perforated just enough to allow the band to glow. 

DRAC appreciated that effect.  

 DRAC verified that the roof mounted equipment would be appropriately screened.  

 DRAC appreciated the overall proportions and aesthetic of the design.  

 DRAC asked the applicant to consider treating the glazing on the east end of the building to 

prevent looking at the back side of internal fixtures.  

 DRAC especially liked the Seven Star Sign and found it to be consistent with the overall building 

design despite a small portion of the sign projecting above the parapet. 

 Associate Landscape Architect asked the applicant to consider removing “Parking Spot 1” and 

expanding the corner landscape. Staff is willing to consider deviations from parking lot shade and 

parking lot island requirements to gain one large continuous planter at the corner.  

 DRA reminded applicant to consider ADA compliant slopes and access from existing pedestrian 

sidewalks.  

 The applicant should consider the DOT’s advisory regarding the closing of the driveway near the 

corner.  

 

Action: The Design Review Advisory Committee finds (2 Yes 0 No) that the project substantially 

complies with the Countywide Design Guidelines. Applicant should submit a revised site and landscape 

plan responding to the above site and landscape comments. 
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2. CONTROL NO.: PLNP2016-00438 ECO COMMONS 

 

DRAC comments were as follows: 

 DRAC appreciates the site plan and finds that the project has a strong sense of entry, ownership 

and community.  

 DRAC appreciates that each home will have a guest parking stall available.   

 DRAC finds that given the compactness of the site, it is very livable.  

 DRAC appreciates the crisp appearance of the homes and appreciates the color palettes.  

 DRAC finds that the homes relate well to each other and that the reduced separation is appropriate 

for the type and quality of the housing.  

 DRAC appreciates that windows are located on all sides of the homes, creating a more livable 

environment.  

 Associate Landscape Architect noted that the applicant should take into account the following site 

and landscape considerations:  

 Applicant should work with DOT to verify the driveway width and make certain that the 

parking stalls do not conflict with fire turn-around requirements.  

 Applicant should consider potential limitation as to what may be planted/ occur beneath the 

Oak Tree located at corner of property where community garden feature occurs.  

 Applicant shall provide street trees 30’ o.c. along the frontage.  

 Applicant shall provide appropriate screening adjacent to residential uses to the west. 

 Applicant shall consider parking lot shade requirements.  

 Applicant should consider reducing the lawn area in order to be compliant with the State’s 

WELO.  

 Applicant may be required to install a 6’ masonry wall along Fair Oaks Blvd.  

 Applicant should consider enhanced paving at the project entry.  

 Associate Landscape Architect asked the applicant to consider introducing sustainable concepts 

into the project including the use solar and permeable pavers.  

 Associate Landscape Architect will continue to work with the Project Manager and 

applicant to complete the landscape design review.  

 Overall DRAC appreciates the livability of the project and finds the design to be responsive to the 

site.  
 

Action: The Design Review Advisory Committee finds (2 Yes 0 No) that the project substantially 

complies with the Countywide Design Guidelines. Applicant should submit a revised site and landscape 

plan responding to the above site and landscape comments. 

 
3. CONTROL NO.: DRCP2017-00078 HOWE BOUT ARDEN BUILDING B 

 

DRAC comments were as follows: 

 DRAC appreciates the effort in responding to comments made at the July 13, 2017 DRAC 

hearing.  

 DRAC finds that the scale of the Michael’s entry is better proportioned.  

 DRAC appreciates seeing the patchwork element removed.  

 DRAC appreciates the improved relationship between Building A and B.  
 

Action: The Design Review Advisory Committee finds (2 Yes 0 No) that the project substantially 

complies with the Countywide Design Guidelines.  
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4. CONTROL NO.: PLNR2017-00154 FOR DRCP2016-00092 HOWE BOUT ARDEN BUILDING A 

 

DRAC comments were as follows: 

 DRAC appreciates the improved relationship between Building A and B.  

 DRAC again expressed some concern with the pitched roofs on Building A and would 

like to see a more modern approach. DRAC however understands the project 

constraints and finds the project to greatly improve the center.  

 DRAC finds that the project as a whole has a good street presence and is a good 

assemblage of buildings.  
 

Action: The Design Review Advisory Committee finds (2 Yes 0 No) that the project substantially 

complies with the conditionally approved design review approved under DRCP2016-00092. 

B. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

   

   

C. 
 

Report Back on Previous Reviews 

   

D. 
 

Report on Projects To Come 

   

E. 
 

Other Business 

   

F. 
 

Reports from Staff 
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